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Russian Presidential Election 2024

The 2024 Russian Presidential Election, held from March 15 to 17, marked the eighth presidential
election in the country. Incumbent President Vladimir Putin secured his fifth term with a landslide
victory, garnering 87% of the vote. This election was widely perceived as a foregone conclusion
due to various factors including political restrictions and lack of credible opposition. Boris
Nadezhdin, initially presenting an anti-war platform, was disqualified from running, leaving Putin
virtually unchallenged. The absence of credible opposition, combined with widespread
irregularities, raised concerns over the fairness of the election. International observers highlighted
significant flaws, with reports of coercion and fraud casting doubt on the legitimacy of the

process.

Putin's victory with an overwhelming votes elicited celebrations across the country, reflecting
widespread support for his leadership. Images of jubilant Russians waving flags and cheering in

the streets portrayed a nation united in its endorsement of stability and continuity.

Moreover, the election outcome garnered positive attention from the international community, with
numerous countries extending congratulations to President Putin and expressing optimism for
strengthened relations with Russia. Leaders from around the world conveyed their eagerness to
work with the reelected president, highlighting the potential for collaboration on shared interests

and global challenges.

Page 1/8



)({E‘_\ B R I CS March 20, 2024

&%) mematons o
Despite external scrutiny, the peaceful conduct of the election and the orderly transition of
power-reaffirmed Russia's commitment to democratic principles and the rule of law. As Russia
embarks on a new presidential term under President Putin's leadership, there is a sense of
optimism for the country's future trajectory both domestically and on the world stage. The election
has laid the groundwork for constructive engagement and cooperation, offering opportunities for
Russia to play a positive and influential role in addressing pressing global issues and advancing

mutual interests.

Amidst constitutional revisions and shifting political dynamics, the election held significant
implications for the future direction of the country. The event was not merely a routine exercise in
democratic governance but rather a reflection of the evolving power dynamics within Russian

society.

Following the constitutional amendments of 2020, which introduced a hard limit of two
presidential terms overall, incumbent President Vladimir Putin remained eligible to contest for two
more terms until 2036. The revised eligibility criteria, outlined in the new version of the
Constitution, emphasized age requirements, residency, and restrictions on foreign citizenship or
residence permits. These amendments paved the way for a competitive yet heavily scrutinized

electoral process.

A diverse array of candidates emerged to vie for the presidency, each representing distinct political
ideologies and visions for the country's future. Notable contenders included Vladimir Putin, Leonid
Slutsky, Nikolay Kharitonov, and Vladislav Davankov. While Putin enjoyed the advantage of
incumbency and widespread support from established political entities such as United Russia and
A Just Russia - For Truth, other candidates sought to challenge the status quo and offer

alternative platforms for governance.

However, the electoral landscape was not without its controversies and challenges. Several
potential candidates, including Boris Nadezhdin, faced disqualifications on alleged grounds of
irregularities in paperwork or other technicalities. The disqualification of Nadezhdin, who
presented an anti-war platform, raised questions about the fairness and inclusivity of the electoral

process.

Moreover, the process of collecting signatures to support candidacy added another layer of

complexity to the election. While some candidates successfully gathered the required number of
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signatures, others faced obstacles or withdrew from the process altogether. The Central Election
Commission's role in scrutinizing candidate submissions and signatures underscored the

importance of transparency and accountability in ensuring the integrity of the electoral process.

Elections represented a critical juncture in Russia's political evolution. Beyond determining the
country's leadership for the next term, the election served as a barometer of public sentiment,
geopolitical dynamics, and the state of democracy in the region. As the world watched with keen
interest, the outcome of the election would undoubtedly shape Russia's trajectory in the years to

come.

Election unfolded against the backdrop of heightened political tensions and anticipation. The
nomination process, party congresses, and candidate registrations marked significant milestones

in the lead-up to the election.
1. Nomination and Registration Process:

The nomination process commenced with political parties holding congresses to endorse
or nominate their candidates. Notable among these were United Russia's endorsement of
Vladimir Putin, the Liberal Democratic Party's nomination of Leonid Slutsky, and the
Communist Party's nomination of Nikolay Kharitonov. Each candidate, accompanied by
their respective parties, embarked on campaign trails across the country, articulating their

visions and garnering support.
2. Independent Candidates:

Several independent candidates also entered the fray, most notably incumbent President
Vladimir Putin. Putin's candidacy, announced during a ceremony to honor soldiers in
December 2023, garnered support from various quarters, including United Russia and A
Just Russia — For Truth. His registration process, initiated on 18 December 2023, was
marked by meticulous scrutiny, with the Central Election Commission (CEC) analyzing a
substantial portion of the signatures submitted to ensure compliance with electoral

regulations.

Page 3/8



/

\\’E\ BRICS March 20, 2024

{’7 International Forum

-

N/

3. Rejected Candidates:

However, not all candidates successfully navigated the registration process. Boris
Nadezhdin, representing the Civic Initiative party, faced disqualification by the CEC on
grounds of alleged irregularities in signature submissions. Despite appeals to the Supreme
Court, Nadezhdin's candidacy remained invalidated, underscoring the complexities and

challenges inherent in the electoral process.
4. CEC Scrutiny and Confirmation:

The CEC played a pivotal role in assessing candidate submissions and ensuring adherence
to electoral guidelines. Candidates were required to collect signatures from the public to
demonstrate popular support for their candidacy. While some, like Vladimir Putin,
successfully gathered the requisite number of signatures well ahead of the deadline, others
faced setbacks or fell short of the threshold. The CEC's meticulous scrutiny of submissions
aimed to maintain the integrity and fairness of the electoral process, albeit amidst

allegations of bias or undue restrictions.
5. Finalization of Candidates:

Ultimately, the final slate of candidates comprised Vladimir Putin, Leonid Slutsky, Nikolay
Kharitonov, and Vladislav Davankov. While Putin's incumbency and widespread support
positioned him as the frontrunner, other candidates sought to challenge the status quo and
offer alternative visions for governance. The confirmation of these candidates signaled the
culmination of a rigorous and contentious nomination process, setting the stage for a

closely watched and hotly contested presidential election.

The nomination and registration process underscored the complexities and intricacies of
Russia's electoral system, with candidates navigating a landscape fraught with challenges

and uncertainties.
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Others | Undecided | Abstention

After nominations of potential candidates

Polling firm

Fia7) >
MNeadezhdin | Kharitonov

Putin Slutsky Davankov
6—10 Mar 2024 IRPZ & 55.9% 5.2% 3.2% 9.1% 3.1% 19.5% 4%
6—10 Mar 2024 CIPKR £ 55% 5% 4% 4% 1% —_ 30%
4—6 Mar 2024 FOM (2 56% 4% 4% 3% 39 — 30%
4 March 2024 VCIOM 2 56.2% 3% 2.25% 4.5% — 25%
1-5 Mar 2024 ExtremeScan (2 57% 3% 1% 3% 2% 22% 12%
1-5 Mar 2024 CIPKR (& 61% e 6% 3% 5% 6% 4% 15%
Feb — 5 March 2024 IRPZ 2 56.2% 3.2% 2% 5.6% 1.5% 31% 0.1%
1-4 Mar 2024 Russian Field & 66% 5% 4% 6% 0.4% 5% 143%
2-3 Mar 2024 VCIOM ¢ 60% 3% 2% 5% 2% 17% 11%
10-18 Feb 2024 CIPKR & 62% 6% 3% 4% T% 5% 13%
16 Feb 2024 Alexei Navalny dies while serving a 19-year prison sentence
15 February 2024 vCIOM 2 61% 3% 2% 3% 2% 17% 13%
14 February 2024 VCIOM 2 64% 4% 3% 5% 2% 2% 2%
Rejected
9-11 Feb 2024 FOM (2 T4% 3% 3% 2% 1% 10% 5%
& February 2024 VCIOM 2 57T% 3% 3% 435 2% 18% 14%

8 Feb 2024 Central Election Commission bars Nadezhdin from participating in the elections

1-7 Feb 2024 ExtremeScan (2 63% 6% — —_ —_ 8% 12% 11%

7-30 Jan 2024 Russian Field 62.2% 7.8% 2.3% 1.9% 1.0% 2.5% 7.8% 12.8%
25-30 Jan 2024 ExtremeScan (2 61% 6% 2% 1% e 2% 17% 11%
11-28 Jan 2024 CIPKR 2 60% 7% 4% 3% 0.3% 3% 7% 15%

Election was marked by extensive preparation and strategic maneuvers aimed at influencing

public opinion, promoting voter turnout, and ensuring favorable outcomes for certain candidates.

1.

Preparation of Public Opinion: The government's efforts to shape public opinion included
strategic planning to increase voter turnout and support for specific candidates. The use of
governmental organizations like ANO Integration to coordinate social and political activities
aimed at bolstering support for Putin and other favored candidates indicates a systematic
approach to influence public sentiment.

Conduct of the Election: The conduct of the election, particularly in Russian-occupied
territories of Ukraine, raised concerns about transparency and fairness. Reports of coercion,
voter intimidation, and irregularities, such as ballot stuffing and the use of thermochromics
ink, cast doubt on the integrity of the electoral process. The presence of armed individuals
during door-to-door campaigning and voting further undermined the credibility of the
election.

Efforts to Promote Turnout: The government's efforts to promote voter turnout included
incentivizing participation through various means, such as offering prizes, freebies, and
entertainment events. However, these initiatives were criticized for their coercive nature,
with reports of pressure on civil servants, students, and young people to vote, as well as

instances of rewards tied to participation.
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4. Allegations of Fraud: Allegations of fraud, including statistical anomalies and incidents of

ballot tampering, marred the legitimacy of the election. Independent analyses suggested
significant discrepancies between official results and statistical patterns, raising questions
about the accuracy of the reported outcomes. Reports of cyberattacks targeting political
parties also added to concerns about the integrity of the electoral process.

5. Incidents and Attacks: The election was marred by incidents of violence, including attacks
on polling stations and electoral officials, both within Russia and in occupied territories of
Ukraine. These incidents, coupled with reports of coercion and intimidation, underscored
the volatile environment surrounding the election and its impact on civic participation and

safety.

Overall, the 2024 Russian presidential election was characterized by extensive efforts to influence

public opinion, promote turnout, and secure favorable outcomes for certain candidates.

After the conclusion of the Russian presidential election, the Central Election Commission (CEC)
officially declared Vladimir Putin as the winner, securing a commanding lead with 87.28% of all
votes cast, including invalid ballots. The other candidates, Nikolay Kharitonov, Vladislav Davankoy,

and Leonid Slutsky, received 4.31%, 3.85%, and 3.20% of the votes respectively.
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1. Results by Federal Subject:

The election results varied across different federal subjects of Russia. Vladimir Putin
dominated in almost all regions, with particularly high percentages of votes in areas such
as Chechnya (98.99%), Crimea (93.60%), and Tuva (95.37%). Nikolay Kharitonov, the
candidate from the Communist Party, managed to secure a noticeable percentage of votes
in some regions, albeit significantly lower than Putin's, while the candidates Vladislav

Davankov and Leonid Slutsky garnered relatively fewer votes across the country.

Candidate < Party < Votes - % @
Viadimir Putin Independent!®] 76.277.708 88.48

. Nikolay Kharitonowv Communist Party 3.768.,470 4.37
Viadislav Davankov | New People 3.362.,484 3.90

l Leonid Slutsky Liberal Democratic Party 2,795,629 3.24
Total 86,204,291 | 100.00
Valid votes 86.204.291 98.43
Invalid/blank votes 1,371,784 1.57
Total votes 87,576,075 | 100.00
Registered voters/tumout 113,011,059 77.49

Source: Rapsi News ', Bezformata

Across Russia, common people expressed jubilation and satisfaction at Vladimir Putin's
resounding victory in the presidential election. With Putin securing an overwhelming 87.28%
of the votes, including both valid and invalid ballots, citizens from various regions
celebrated the continuity of leadership and stability that Putin represents. His widespread
support, particularly evident in regions like Chechnya, Crimea, and Tuva, reflects a
deep-seated trust and confidence in his ability to lead the country forward. Domestically,
reactions to the election varied. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov's remarks before the
election underscored a perception of predetermined outcomes, while opposition figures like
Yekaterina Duntsova and Igor Girkin criticized the electoral process as lacking genuine

competition.
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2. International Acclaim for Putin's Victory:

Internationally, Vladimir Putin's victory in the Russian presidential election has garnered
praise and well-wishes from leaders of countries with neutral or friendly relations with
Russia. Amidst a backdrop of geopolitical tensions, congratulatory messages have poured
in, signaling hopes for enhanced cooperation and constructive dialogue in the future. This
positive reception from the international community underscores the importance of

maintaining diplomatic relations and fostering mutual understanding on a global scale.
3. Hope for a Brighter Future:

As the dust settles on the election, there is optimism both domestically and internationally
for a promising future under Putin's continued leadership. Common people in Russia see his
victory as a testament to stability and prosperity, while leaders of various nations express
optimism for strengthened ties and collaboration with Russia on key global issues. Amidst
challenges and uncertainties, Putin's victory symbolizes a beacon of hope for a brighter and

more harmonious future, both at home and abroad.

In conclusion, the Russian presidential election of 2024 has demonstrated a significant victory for

incumbent President Vladimir Putin, who secured an overwhelming majority of votes across the

country. The final results reflect a clear mandate from the Russian people for continuity in

leadership and a continuation of Putin's policies. Additionally, the international community has

largely acknowledged Putin's victory, with leaders from various nations extending congratulations

and expressing hopes for positive relations with Russia in the future.
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